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is seen that following spontaneous delivery the incidence of gross pyuria is 5-1 per cent., and that following complicated delivery it is 24-7 per cent., nearly five times as great. Table II. shows how the incidence of pyuria varies with the occurrence of pyrexia in the puerperium. We see that following spontaneous delivery the incidence of pyuria rises from 3-7 per cent., where the puerperium is afebrile, to 11 per cent, where notifiable pyrexia develops, and that in cases of complicated delivery, the incidence rises from 16-8 per cent., where the delivery is spontaneous, to 36-5 per cent., where notifiable pyrexia develops. The incidence of primary pyuria in the puerperium is therefore higher where the delivery is complicated and where pyrexia develops. In investigating a case of puerperal pyrexia with pyuria, it is important to remember that the pyuria may Pyuria in the Puerperium Case II.?Mrs T., on the 4th day after forceps delivery, developed a temperature of 100? with pain over both kidneys (see Fig. 3 Fig. 4 an important predisposing factor in the production of those infections.
Randall and Murray (1933) cent., in the puerperium, whereas the incidence of pyrexia due to primary urinary infection is less than 1 per cent., so that the infection is usually latent, and possibly only gives rise to pyrexia and urinary symptoms if it spreads to the ureter and kidney. The post-mortem finding in a fatal case shows evidence of an ascending infection. There was most extensive involvement of the bladder and ureters, and in the kidneys the infection spread upwards to the cortex in fan-shaped areas from the tip of the papillae. Fig. 7 He had little experience of intravenous medication, but hesitated to use it where the kidney substance had been damaged, which was nearly always the case in the more severe infections. He was of the opinion that Randall and Murray's treatment should be given a trial, for which it had been claimed that repeated catheterisation could prevent infection of the bladder and therefore might prevent some of the infections of the upper urinary tract in the puerperium.
